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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Refsnider ’04 Named 2016 Latterell Visiting Alumnus 
 
Kurt Refsnider ’04 will return to campus to discuss “Ancient features in glaciated landscapes on Baffin Island, 
Arctic Canada and implications for today’s changing climate.” 
 
MORRIS, Minnesota (September 7, 2016)—The University of Minnesota, Morris is pleased to welcome Kurt 
Refsnider ’04 as the 2016 Latterell Visiting Alumnus. Refsnider will deliver the 2016 Latterell Visiting Alumni 
Lecture on Monday, September 12, at 7 p.m. in Science 2950 (Auditorium). The lecture is free and open to the 
public. 
 
Refsnider will discuss “Ancient features in glaciated landscapes on Baffin Island, Arctic Canada, and implications 
for today’s changing climate.” The erosion of bedrock by glaciers and ice sheets over million-year timescales can 
dramatically alter landscapes. But due to the erosive nature of glaciers and ice sheets, it is rare to find geologic 
evidence that records just how glaciated landscapes have changed through successive ice advances. The mountains, 
fiords, and plateaus of Baffin Island in Nunavut, Canada, contain a remarkable tale of change over the past 2.5 
million years. Refsnider will demonstrate how the application of cosmogenic radionuclide tools has given geologists 
a new view of glacial erosion over million-year timescales. This is a tale of the carving of fiords, of the preservation 
of 3-million- year-old bedrock knobs, of ice streams, and of the last remaining scraps of the once- mighty Laurentide 
Ice Sheet that extended from Baffin Island to well south of Morris just 20 thousand years ago. Refsnider also will 
share how some of this work is shedding light on the magnitude of current warming in the Arctic. 
 
After receiving a BA in geology from Morris in 2004, Refsnider earned an MS in geology and geophysics from the 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, and a PhD in geological sciences from the University of Colorado, Boulder. He 
teaches classes in environmental studies at Prescott College in Prescott, Arizona. Refsnider’s current research 
focuses on glaciers, Arctic ice sheets, and climate change. He is an avid ultra endurance mountain bike racer and 
bike packer, a sponsored rider and blogger for Salsa Cycles, and co-author of The Bikepackers Guide (the first-ever 
introductory guidebook to bikepacking) with Kaitlyn Boyle. 
 
Privately funded with gifts from alumni, faculty, staff, and Latterell friends and family, the Joseph J. Latterell 
Memorial Visiting Alumnus Program provides annual grants to disciplines within the Division of Science and 
Mathematics to invite alumni to campus to serve as resource persons for students and faculty. 
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Through personal and academic discovery, the University of Minnesota, Morris provides opportunities for students 
to grow intellectually, engage in community, experience environmental stewardship and celebrate diversity. A 
renewable and sustainable educational experience, Morris prepares graduates for careers, for advanced degrees, for 
lifelong learning, for work world flexibility in the future, and for global citizenship. Learn more about Morris at 
morris.umn.edu or call 888-866-3382.  
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